Sunday, February 18 Conversation on Human Sexuality and Scripture
Scriptures on God’s Word:
Psalm 119:11,105

11 | have hidden your word in my heart,
that | might not sin against you

105 Your word is a lamp to guide my feet
and a light for my path.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to
do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.

2 Peter 1:16-21

16 For we were not making up clever stories when we told you about the powerful
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. We saw his majestic splendor with our own eyes

17 when he received honor and glory from God the Father. The voice from the majestic
glory of God said to him, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.”[f]

18 We ourselves heard that voice from heaven when we were with him on the holy
mountain.

19 Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message
proclaimed by the prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their
words are like a lamp shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the
Morning Star shines[g] in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must realize that no prophecy
in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own understanding,[h] 21 or from human
initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God.

Hebrews 4:12-13

12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged
sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our
innermost thoughts and desires. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God.
Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are
accountable.



Old Testament:

Genesis 1:26-31

26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings[b] in our image, to be like us. They will
reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on
the earth,[c] and the small animals that scurry along the ground.”
27 So God created human beings[d] in his own image.

In the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern
it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry
along the ground.”

29 Then God said, “Look! | have given you every seed-bearing plant throughout the
earth and all the fruit trees for your food. 30 And | have given every green plant as food
for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, and the small animals that scurry along the
ground—everything that has life.” And that is what happened.

31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good! And
evening passed and morning came, marking the sixth day.

Genesis 2:18-25

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper
who is just right for him.” 19 So the Lord God formed from the ground all the wild
animals and all the birds of the sky. He brought them to the man|c] to see what he
would call them, and the man chose a name for each one. 20 He gave names to all the
livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the wild animals. But still there was no helper
just right for him.

21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man slept, the
Lord God took out one of the man’s ribs[d] and closed up the opening. 22 Then the Lord
God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to the man.

23 “At last!” the man exclaimed.

“This one is bone from my bone,
and flesh from my flesh!
She will be called ‘woman,’
because she was taken from ‘man.”
24 This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and
the two are united into one.

25 Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame.



Leviticus 18:22

22 “Do not practice homosexuality, having sex with another man as with a woman. It is
a detestable sin.

Leviticus 20:13

13 “If a man practices homosexuality, having sex with another man as with a woman,
both men have committed a detestable act. They must both be put to death, for they are
guilty of a capital offense.



New Testament:
Mark 10:1-12. (Jesus elevates the covenant of marriage)

1 Then Jesus left Capernaum and went down to the region of Judea and into the area
east of the Jordan River. Once again crowds gathered around him, and as usual he was
teaching them.

2 Some Pharisees came and tried to trap him with this question: “Should a man be
allowed to divorce his wife?”

3 Jesus answered them with a question: “What did Moses say in the law about
divorce?”

4 “Well, he permitted it,” they replied. “He said a man can give his wife a written notice
of divorce and send her away.”[a]

5 But Jesus responded, “He wrote this commandment only as a concession to your
hard hearts. 6 But ‘God made them male and female’[b] from the beginning of creation.
7 ‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife,[c]

8 and the two are united into one.’[d] Since they are no longer two but one, 9 let no one
split apart what God has joined together.”

10 Later, when he was alone with his disciples in the house, they brought up the subject
again. 11 He told them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries someone else commits
adultery against her. 12 And if a woman divorces her husband and marries someone
else, she commits adultery.”

John 1:1-15 (Jesus was full of Grace and Truth)

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcomela] it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not
the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.

11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become



children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Luke 15 (The Prodigal “came to his senses.” In other words, he encountered Truth.
Upon his arrival back home he encountered Grace)

1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats
with them.”

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and
loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the
lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders

6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice
with me; | have found my lost sheep.’ 7 | tell you that in the same way there will be more
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who do not need to repent.

The Parable of the Lost Coin

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins[a] and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp,
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she
calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; | have found my
lost coin.” 10 In the same way, | tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner who repents.”

The Parable of the Lost Son

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to
his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between
them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything,
there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he
went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed
pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one
gave him anything.

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have food to spare, and here | am starving to death! 18 | will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 | am no



longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.” 20 So he
got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s
have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going
on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf
because he has him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I've been
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young
goat so | could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for
him!’

31 “My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything | have is yours.
32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found.”

John 8:1-11 (The woman caught in adultery receives Grace in that Jesus doesn’t
condemn her and she walks away free. She receives truth in Jesus’s instructions to “go
and sin no more” so that she finds freedom.)

1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.

2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered
around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the
group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In
the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They
were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.



But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they
kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who
is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote
on the ground.

9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until
only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and
asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

11 “No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do | condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
John 3:16-21

16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave[g] his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son
into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.

18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does
not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.
19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people
loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil
hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21 But those
who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God
wants.[h]”

John 14:15
15 “If you love me, obey[d] my commandments.

Romans 1:18-32

18 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who
suppress the truth by their wickedness.[i] 19 They know the truth about God because he
has made it obvious to them. 20 For ever since the world was created, people have
seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing
God.

21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks.
And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds
became dark and confused. 22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools.



23 And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made
to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.

24 So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a
result, they did vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. 25 They traded the
truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the things God created instead
of the Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen. 26 That is why God
abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the women turned against the natural
way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. 27 And the men, instead
of having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for each other. Men did
shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within
themselves the penalty they deserved.

28 Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish
thinking and let them do things that should never be done. 29 Their lives became full of
every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling, deception,
malicious behavior, and gossip. 30 They are backstabbers, haters of God, insolent,
proud, and boastful. They invent new ways of sinning, and they disobey their parents.
31 They refuse to understand, break their promises, are heartless, and have no mercy.
32 They know God’s justice requires that those who do these things deserve to die, yet
they do them anyway. Worse yet, they encourage others to do them, too.

Romans 8:1-17

1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And
because you belong to him, the power|[a] of the life-giving Spirit has freed you[b] from
the power of sin that leads to death. 3 The law of Moses was unable to save us
because of the weakness of our sinful nature.[c] So God did what the law could not do.
He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God
declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins.

4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us, who
no longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit.

5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who
are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting
your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your
mind leads to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never
did obey God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who are still under the control
of their sinful nature can never please God.

9 But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you
have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the
Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) 10 And Christ lives within you,
so even though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life[d] because
you have been made right with God. 11 The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the



dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to
your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.

12 Therefore, dear brothers and sisters,[e] you have no obligation to do what your sinful
nature urges you to do. 13 For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the
power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature,[f] you will live.

14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children[g] of God.

15 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you
received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children.[h] Now we call him,
“Abba, Father.”[i] 16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s
children. 17 And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ
we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his
suffering.

Romans 12:1-2

And so, dear brothers and sisters,[a] | plead with you to give your bodies to God
because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he
will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.[b] 2 Don’t copy the behavior
and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the
way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and
pleasing and perfect.

1Corinthians 6:9-20

9 Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t
fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit
adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, 10 or are thieves, or greedy
people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit the
Kingdom of God. 11 Some of you were once like that. But you were cleansed; you were
made holy; you were made right with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

12 You say, “l am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is good for you. And even
though “I am allowed to do anything,” | must not become a slave to anything. 13 You
say, “Food was made for the stomach, and the stomach for food.” (This is true, though
someday God will do away with both of them.) But you can’t say that our bodies were
made for sexual immorality. They were made for the Lord, and the Lord cares about our
bodies. 14 And God will raise us from the dead by his power, just as he raised our Lord
from the dead.

15 Don’t you realize that your bodies are actually parts of Christ? Should a man take his
body, which is part of Christ, and join it to a prostitute? Never! 16 And don’t you realize
that if a man joins himself to a prostitute, he becomes one body with her? For the



Scriptures say, “The two are united into one.”[d] 17 But the person who is joined to the
Lord is one spirit with him.

18 Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. For
sexual immorality is a sin against your own body. 19 Don’t you realize that your body is
the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not
belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God
with your body.

Ephesians 4:17-24

17 With the Lord’s authority | say this: Live no longer as the Gentiles do, for they are
hopelessly confused. 18 Their minds are full of darkness; they wander far from the life
God gives because they have closed their minds and hardened their hearts against him.
19 They have no sense of shame. They live for lustful pleasure and eagerly practice
every kind of impurity.

20 But that isn’t what you learned about Christ. 21 Since you have heard about Jesus
and have learned the truth that comes from him, 22 throw off your old sinful nature and
your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 23 Instead, let the
Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like
God—truly righteous and holy.

Ephesians 5:25-33

25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave
up his life for her 26 to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s
word.[b] 27 He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or
wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault. 28 In the same
way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies. For a man who
loves his wife actually shows love for himself. 29 No one hates his own body but feeds
and cares for i, just as Christ cares for the church. 30 And we are members of his body.

31 As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife,
and the two are united into one.”[c] 32 This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of
the way Christ and the church are one. 33 So again | say, each man must love his wife
as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

1 Timothy 1:8-11

8 We know that the law is good when used correctly. 9 For the law was not intended for
people who do what is right. It is for people who are lawless and rebellious, who are



ungodly and sinful, who consider nothing sacred and defile what is holy, who kill their
father or mother or commit other murders. 10 The law is for people who are sexually
immoral, or who practice homosexuality, or are slave traders,[c] liars, promise breakers,
or who do anything else that contradicts the wholesome teaching 11 that comes from
the glorious Good News entrusted to me by our blessed God.

2 Timothy 4:1-5

| solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge
the living and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: 2 Preach the word of
God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and
encourage your people with good teaching.

3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome
teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them
whatever their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the truth and chase after
myths.

5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the
Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has
given you.



